
 

Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES 
Term Four 
18 Nov  School Photos 
19 Nov  Last Swimming 
20 Nov  Te Rito 
              Assembly 
27 Nov  Kākano 
                Assembly 
03 Dec  Ki-o-rahi Festival 
04 Dec  Kapa Haka 
                            Festival 
07 Dec  Tōtara BDO 
08 Dec  Te Rito BDO 
09 Dec  Ngahere BDO 
10 Dec  Kākano BDO 
14 Dec  End of Year 
               Celebration  
15 Dec  End of Year    

2021 Term Dates 
Term 1  03 Feb - 16 April 
Term 2  03 May - 9 July 
Term 3  26 July - 1 Oct 
Term 4  18 Oct - 15 Dec

This week we welcomed 
Zac Jull to Kākano and 
Conell Briggs to Te Rito. 
We wish them and their 

families all the best on their 
learning journey with us. 

Wednesday 11 November 2020 
Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Nameste, Ni hao, Shalom, 
Kumusta, As-salāmu ʿalaykum and Greetings 

Wow, what a wild and windy start to the week.  It was nice to see the weather settle 
a bit today.    

4C Learning in Te Rito 
As part of the 'Light It Up' Science Inquiry Unit, Te Rito has been learning about and 
getting creative with electricity and batteries.  A highlight of last week was that Nigel 
Seebeck visited and talked to the team about batteries. It was lots of fun with heaps 
of 4C learning.  
The children needed to collaborate while working together in groups of four to put 
together an electrical circuit using lemons as the batteries. They also certainly 
needed their communication skills as they talked through the problem at 
hand. The look of delight on the children’s faces when their LED light went on was 
priceless but there was also some great learning when things did not work and they 
needed to debug and use critical thinking to work out why.  
At the end Nigel connected all our lemon batteries together to see what could be 
powered with 15.07 volts!  

Planning for End of Year and 2021 
As you can imagine, we are flat out here at school arranging for a successful and 
enjoyable finish to 2020. Swimming concludes at the end of this week and has been 
a massive success but also quite tiring (especially for our younger children). We 
have the Kahui Ako (Tawa wide) Ki-o-rahi and Kapa Haka festivals to look forward 
to. Week 9 will be awesome with the Learning Teams’ ‘Big Day Out’ (BDO) and a 
school fun day. Of course, we are also excited about the End of Year Celebration at 
Tawa College. More information will follow in future newsletters.   

While this planning is taking place we are also focused on making arrangements for 
2021. If you are leaving our school next year (other than Year 6 students) or know of 
anyone moving into the area please let the office know. 



EOTC Week Monday 29 March - Thursday 1 April 2021 
Planning has begun for this exciting week next year. EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom) is a fantastic 
opportunity for our students to visit new places or challenge themselves with new experiences. Parent help 
is needed on many of the activities that take place inside or outside of school. The parents who join us often 
have more fun than the students! We would really appreciate ‘tapping into’ parents skills and interests. 
Could you work with a small group of students sharing expertise you have? eg: bushcraft, biking, modelling, 
woodwork, camping.  
If you have an interest or idea you would like to share, please email your child’s teacher. One of the EOTC  
organising team will then get in touch to chat further. 

Prospective Parents Meeting 
Thank you to those who attended this meeting last night for parents who have children turning five (or have 
recently started). It was great to get together, build connections and talk about Greenacres School and what 
makes it unique.  It was a pleasant hour and we look forward to welcoming the new whānau to the 
Greenacres team. 

School Photos 
School photos will be taken on Wednesday 18 November. Click on the link for pre-ordering photos on L C 
Scott’s website, https://orders.lcscott.co.nz/ordering/with?key=k4wcau8f  There will be no envelopes sent 
home this year as ordering will all be online. You can choose to either pre-order the individual and class 
photos now or wait until the shootkeys are handed out on the day when you can view the photo that was 
taken and decide whether you want to order. The family photos need to be ordered before photo day to 
ensure the photo is taken. The coupon/voucher section is just a default part of the website and there are no 
vouchers handed out for this. You just need to ignore that section and click ‘place order’ after confirming the 
order and details are correct. 

Road Patrollers 
Tomorrow we thank and acknowledge our Road Patrollers with a celebration and treat for them. They have 
done an amazing job keeping everyone safe this year. The conditions can be very challenging. At times they 
need to contend with driving rain and wind; as well as erratic driver behaviour. Despite this, the Patrollers 
stay focused on getting their schoolmates across the road safety.  Tu Meke!   

Help Please! 
Do any parents have a trailer we could borrow for a couple of hours sometime in the next week or so? We 
have some additional playground equipment to collect. 

Te Kupu o te Wiki 
I have been taken by how friendly people are each morning greeting each other. Here is a phrase in the reo 
Māori you might like to try:   

Kia pai te rā ~ Have a nice day 

Ngā mihi 
Mike Thomas  

https://orders.lcscott.co.nz/ordering/with?key=k4wcau8f


COMMUNITY NOTICES 
                                                
Kelly Club Greenacres offers Before School Care (7:00am-8:30am) and After 
School Care (3:00pm-6:00pm) located in Greenacres School Hall. Book online 
at: kellyclub.co.nz/greenacres or phone 027 241 4295. 

Bigair Gymsports Tawa - Is your child wanting to learn how to handstand, 
cartwheel or flip? Do you want them to feel strong and confident, and learn in a 
safe and encouraging environment? Come to Bigair! Our experienced coaches run 
c l a s s e s s u c h a s G y m n a s t i c s , Tu m b l i n g , T r a m p o l i n i n g , 
Parkour and Cheerleading! Our classes support children of all skill levels to learn 
and develop new skills and abilities, improving their fitness and co-ordination, and 
boosting self-esteem!  
Bigair Gym Tawa: 04 2323508 or office@bigairgym.co.nz 
Bigair Cheer 2021 - join one of New Zealand’s top cheerleading programmes, gyms in Owhiro Bay, Tawa 
and Kapiti. To find out more email william@bigirgym.co.nz 

Tawa Lions Christmas Parade will take place at 2pm on Saturday 12 December on Main Road, Tawa. The 
parade runs south to north along the main road from Oxford Street to Surrey Street. Find a spot on either 
side of the road along the route. Followed by a Christmas Party in the Tawa Plaza.  

Participants Needed for the Tawa Christmas Parade. The parade is being held on 
Saturday 12 December at 2pm and around 60 kids, teens and adults (all ages) are 
needed to dress up in costumes, ride on floats, walk down the street while having 
lots of fun and putting smiles on lots of faces. This is open to individuals, families, 
and both large and small groups. Tawa Lions provides costumes for free and will 
allocate participants to various floats and themes. They have floats/themes like Star 
Wars, Disney, Elves, Santa’s Float, Fairies, Super Heroes, Pirates etc. If this sounds 
like something you or your kids / friends / relatives would like to do then please send 
an email to eric.raven@xtra.co.nz who will get the rest organised. 

Fire and Emergency Free Home Fire Safety Visits - these visits are offered to help people make their 
homes fire safe for them and their families. FENZ are available to provide free information, can help install 
and test smoke alarms, or provide a free smoke alarm to those who are eligible. For more information or to 
book a free visit, contact the local fire station or email FENZwellington@fireandemergency.nz 

The ‘Pop Up Market’ - handmade arts and crafts. New World Atrium, 35 Oxford Street, Tawa, on Saturdays 
from 10am till 2pm. Dates are 28 November and 12 December. 

Banana Boat OceanKids Series Attention all swimmers aged 7-10 years! This is coming to Freyberg 
Beach on Sunday 31 January - a great chance to have a go at a 100m or 200m ocean swim close to shore, 
in a safe, supportive, and fun environment. Every child who participates will receive a finishers medal, 
photo, other goodies, and a great day at the beach! Visit www.oceankids.co.nz for more info and to enter. 
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