
Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES 
Term One               
01 Mar  Movin’ March 
02 Mar  The Maui Tales 
03 Mar  Yr5/6 Sports Day 
05 Mar  Teacher Only Day 
10 Mar  Yr1/2 Sports Day 
17 Mar  Yr3/4 Sports Day 
2-6 Apr  Easter Break 
13 Apr    Learning 
14 Apr   Conversations 

Assemblies 2.15pm 
26 Feb  Puāwai 
12 Mar  Māhuri 
19 Mar  Kano 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 1  03 Feb - 16 April 
Term 2  03 May - 9 July 
Term 3  26 July - 1 Oct 
Term 4  18 Oct - 15 Dec 

Useful Links 
greenacres.school.nz 
schooldocs.co.nz 

Wednesday 25 February 2021 
Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Nameste, Ni hao, Shalom, 
Kumusta, As-salāmu ʿalaykum and Greetings 

Waikanae Pool
What a wonderful day our tamariki, whānau and staff had at Waikanae Pools 
yesterday. The weather was great and the water was very pleasant. Our RKMCs 
were on display all day with the children enjoying the environment and the 
company of each other. There were many highlights but the race on the inflatable 
between Mr Calder and Mr Conway certainly made everyone laugh. The bus trip 
home was a lot quieter than on the way up with lots of tired (and happy) children.   
Thanks heaps to the whānau who joined us.  This made it even more special.   
Today the children have been recounting their experiences as part of a writing 
assessment. This will provide excellent assessment information to guide teaching 
and learning programmes. 

Welcome to Josh Casey 
We are very pleased to have Josh, a student-teacher, working with us this year.  
Josh is completing his studies with the University of Waikato. Many of you may 
know Josh from his work with Kelly Club and also as a teacher aide in the school 
last year. Josh (Mr Casey) will be working in Puāwai Tahi with Mrs Peacock each 
Wednesday but will also be working across the school throughout the year.  

http://greenacres.school.nz
http://schooldocs.co.nz


Keeping Ourselves Safe (KOS)
Thanks to the parents who attended our KOS meeting with Sue Bush - our Police Community Liaison 
officer.  Sue outlined the programme which will be running across the school in early March.   

Keeping Ourselves Safe is implemented in most New Zealand schools and has been designed to give 
students the skills to cope in situations involving abuse. The statistics in New Zealand she provided 
certainly reinforced how important the programme is.   
The programme has three overall aims: 

●   to develop and strengthen children’s skills to keep themselves safe with other people, both online 
and face to face 

●   to support and encourage abused children to get help from caring adults 
●   to make teachers and parents and caregivers more aware of the need to keep children safe from 

abuse by adults or other children. 
The Keeping Ourselves Safe programme will be taught by your child’s teacher, with support from Sue. 
To be successful, Keeping Ourselves Safe needs your help and support. Your child may have home 
activities to work on with you. It is important that you participate as much as possible and talk to your child 
about what they have been learning. This will reinforce the messages the programme’s messages and help 
your child to use his or her new skills with confidence. 

Please feel free to check the programme on the Police website Keeping Ourselves Safe.  On this site there 
is heaps of information and you can access the whole programme if you wish.   If you would like any more 
information about the programme or about child abuse feel free to contact us. 

Student Council 
On Tuesday afternoon we announced the Student Council for 2021. Congratulations to the following Year 6 
Students who were selected. They can be very proud of their efforts as the field was large and 
EXTREMELY strong. We look forward to hearing from the Student Council and their plans and supporting 
them as they strive to make Greenacres an even better place.  
Jack Baker    Alisa Ros     Serena Helasdottir-Cole   Neia Pepe  
Natalya Richardson   Riley Cherrington    Michael Hobbs    Holly Perris   
Alex du Preez    Jake Louisson    Mackay Murray    Brody Thomas 
  

Those who were not selected should also be proud. It was a very hard decision, based on the letters of 
application and conversations with the Puāwai teachers. There were 27 applications which equates to a 
large proportion of the Year 6 cohort and the vast majority would have made excellent councillors. We will 
be looking for opportunities for those who didn’t get selected to take on different leadership roles.   
   
‘The Maui Tales’ 
Next Tuesday, 2 March, a visiting theatre company, will be 
presenting an original shadow puppet adaptation of Maui and the 
Sun and Maui and the Fish to all our students. ‘The Maui Tales’ 
includes live music and original songs, and the idea is to work with 
children’s imagination and show them how to make art with recycled 
materials and create live animations with the use of shadows, 
perspectives and lights. The school is not being charged for this 
show, but as the company is raising funds for Covid affected people 
in Ecuador (their home country) a gold coin koha from each child 
would be greatly appreciated, this will be matched by the school. 

EOTC 
Our staff are busy confirming plans for our EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom). This happens every 
second year at Greenacres and in 2021 will occur in week 9 (29 March - 1 April).  As a heads up, there will 
be associated costs which we will confirm ASAP.  Please know that we will try and keep these to a minimum 
but are also keen to provide a fun, varied and purposeful programme.  

https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/personal-and-community-advice/school-portal/resources/successful-relationships/info-parents-whanau


Teacher Only Day 
Just another reminder that we will be having a Teacher Only Day on 5 March. These days were an outcome 
of the NZEI settlement in regards to reducing teacher workload. We will be busy on site focusing on our new 
Student Management System - Hero.  We are excited about the impact that Hero will have for tamariki and 
indeed the whole school community in regards to effective communication, and our reporting to parents 
programme. We will also be working with the Healthy Active Learners team on our implementation of the 
Health and Physical Education curriculum.   

  
Movin’March 
It’s time to walk or wheel! We’re a Movin’March school and we’re counting 
down to 1 March when our Puāwai students will be stamping passports at 
the front gate as part of the Walk or Wheel Passport Challenge. Twelve 
lucky students in the region will win a $400 MYRIAD voucher, or have a look 
at the Art Challenge for Year 0-6s and Movin’Minds Challenge for students 
of any age. Don’t forget to post your pic and comments as part of the 
Whānau Facebook competition. This year there are weekly themes with the 
chance for families to win a kid’s or adult Micro Scooter, a Micro Scooter 
helmet or a Family adventure prize every week! Check out the Movin’March 
website for all the competitions – there are heaps of ways to get in on the 
action & win!  
Park & Stride 
Not only does walking or wheeling to school reduce congestion at the gate, but we also get to slow down 
and get some quality time with our tamariki.  If you live ‘too far away’ why not Park and Stride the last 500m 
or so and you can still get your passport stamped at the gate! Students can Park & Stride by being dropped 
off at the top of the hill on Woodman Drive and walk down to the school gate. Or you can walk from the 
bottom of Raroa Tce and gain your daily stamp!  
Coming to school via the bottom field? If this is you, please walk across to the front gate. The Puāwai 
students will stamp your passport there. 

Year 5/6 Sports Day 
We are hosting the Y5/6 Tawa Zone sports day this coming Wednesday, 3 March. These events are a 
fantastic opportunity for our tamariki to socialise, compete and have fun with other schools in Tawa. ‘Sports 
Day’ will be taking place on our bottom field between 11am and 12.30pm, feel free to come along and 
support our tamariki! 

In closing, thanks again for being so responsive last week with the changes in Covid Alert Levels. While we 
were only in Alert Level 2 for three days, it was certainly a good reminder to stay focused on basic hygiene 
practices and keeping up with scanning at the places we visit. I am sure you are like me and feel very 
grateful to be here in Tawa and New Zealand, especially when you look back on what has been an amazing 
week full of different and exciting opportunities.   

Ngā mihi 
Mike Thomas  

https://www.myride.co.nz/
http://www.movinmarch.com/art
http://www.movinmarch.com/movinminds
http://www.movinmarch.com/photocomp
https://www.microscooters.co.nz/
https://www.microscooters.co.nz/products/kids-helmet-rocket-1
http://www.movinmarch.com/
https://590c368a-6cae-4ba8-b566-bcce9d72997b.filesusr.com/ugd/6b604e_42c2970c8a1f47b2b7775438d700b431.pdf


On Tuesday last week, we held our first Board meeting of 2021. The major 
item discussed was the Greenacres School Charter for 2021-2023. The 
Charter is a key document that outlines what is important to us as a school 
including our vision, values, culture and curriculum. It documents our three 
strategic goals:   

• Hauora - Wellbeing  - Provide a positive learning culture with a strong focus on the hauora of students, 
staff and our community that enables success for all. 

• Whanaungatanga - Partnership - Foster partnerships within and beyond our school community to 
effectively engage with parents, family, whanau and community, enriching learning opportunities for all. 

• Ako - Learning - Deliver a future-focussed curriculum that provides quality teaching and learning in 
innovative learning environments. 

It also sets what we will do this year to achieve these goals. Mr Thomas mentioned some of these at the 
recent Meet the Teachers evening, such as a wellbeing plan including “living above the line”, continuing to 
develop communication and genuine partnership with whānau; and a focus on raising literacy and writing.   
Thank you to those who completed the annual survey at the end of 2020. The responses helped inform and 
shape our Charter. The Charter is submitted to the Ministry of Education by 1 March. It will be published on 
the Greenacres website shortly after. I encourage you to become familiar with it once it is available. 

As a Board, we are also committed to developing ourselves in the areas of responsiveness to Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi and improving our community engagement and communication.  
Board meetings are held on Tuesday evenings in weeks 3 and 8 of each term. If you are interested in 
attending please email chairperson@greenacres.shool.nz 

Garrick Wood 
Chairperson 

Events Committee 
Due to the uncertainty round Covid we have decided not to go ahead with the Gala this year. Never fear we 
will have some other cool events happening throughout the year. If you are interested in joining the Events 
Committee please contact Kat at eventscommittee@greenacres.school.nz 

mailto:chairperson@greenacres.shool.nz


COMMUNITY NOTICES 
                                                
Manaaki Night - Mind, Health and Wellbeing Community Expo for students, teachers, whānau and the 
community. Speakers, information booths, food and coffee (no eftpos). Tawa College, 5.30 - 8.30pm on 
Thursday 11 March. ‘We should walk together for the wellbeing of everyone.’ 

Tawa-Linden Playcentre invites you to join them for several activities to celebrate being 70(+1) years old, 
a big milestone in the centre’s history. There is an open tamariki play session and cuppa on Friday 5 March 
from 9.30am to 12 noon, and an afternoon tea and time to reminisce on Saturday 6 March from 2pm to 
5pm, both at Tawa-Linden Playcentre, 1A Ranui Terrace, Tawa. RSVP to tawalinden@playcentre.org.nz  
Come along even if you haven’t RSVPd. 

Children LOVE learning how to Cartwheel, Round-off, Handspring and Flip at 
BIGAIR GYMs Classes! Children develop strength, flexibility, balance, 
proprioception, plus determination and self-confidence as they achieve new 
s k i l l s ! B I G A I R ’s G Y M N A S T I C S , T U M B L I N G , F R E E R U N N I N G & 
TRAMPOLINE classes are excellent for fun and fitness! We focus on safety, 
technique, fundamental skills, right through to more advanced skills, such as 
summersaults and twisting. Bigair Gym is a clean, pristine, exciting, kid friendly, state 
of the art gym facility! Our experienced coaches run structured & fun gym classes. Children learn amazing 
life skills through these classes, including self-confidence, achievement, determination, persistence, pride 
and how to respond proactively to feedback. Classes start on 1st FEB, so don’t miss out! Book for Term 1 
NOW at www.bigairgym.co.nz, or contact Bigair Gym Owhiro Bay 383 8779 wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz, or 
Bigair Gym Tawa 232 3508 office@bigairgym.co.nz. 

Tawa Fun Football - Sunday 28 February, 2pm at St Francis Xavier School, open to all kids aged 4-14. 

Birdlife Productions ‘The Boy with Wings’ at Bats Theatre, 1 Kent Terrace, Wellington. Puppetry, 
storytelling and music for ages 5 to 95. Friday 26 Feb 6.30pm, Sat 27 and Sun 28 Feb at 11am and 2pm. 
For more information tel 0274 477846 or visit www.birdlifeproductions.co.nz 

Samuel Marsden Collegiate School - Year 7 entry 2022, Open Morning: Friday 5 March 2021, 
8.45am-12pm. Register at marsden.school.nz/register Open Day: Sunday 16 May, 2pm-4pm. Register 
at marsden.school.nz/register Scholarships: Year 7 Academic and Māori & Pasifika Scholarships for entry in 
2022 are now open, see details and apply online at marsden.school.nz/about/scholarships/ Applications 
close 20 May (6 August for Maori & Pasifika scholarship), exam date 29 May 2021. For questions, to 
organise a personal tour or day in class for your daughter please contact Enrolment Registrar Leigh 
McCathie on 476 8707. marsden.school.nz  

Saint Mark’s School Open Days - Parents/caregivers of Year 6 students are warmly invited to the St 
Mark’s School Open Days on Friday 19 March from 10am to 12 noon and Saturday 20 March from 12 noon 
to 2pm. This is a great opportunity to find out more about life at St Mark’s from staff and students, hear 
about the curriculum and the IB programme, find out about the leadership and other opportunities offered  to 
Year 7 and 8 students, and enjoy a tour of the school. Please register online  https://www.st-
marks.school.nz/enrolment/open-days/  

Rhythmic Gymnastics is a mix of dance and gymnastics. It develops hand-eye co-ordination through the 
use of apparatus – rope, hoop, ball, clubs and ribbon. We are the only Rhythmic Gymnastics Club in the 
Wellington region. If your child loves to dance and is looking for something a little different, then come along 
to a class and give it a try! Email info@rhythmicgym.nz to arrange a FREE trial. We have classes available 
from Mon to Sat, min. numbers apply. Our classes are in Thorndon, just opposite the Botanical Gardens. 
For more information about Elements and our classes, visit rhythmicgym.nz 

Wonderplay Drama Special! Join today and pay only 50% of the term fee! Tuesdays 3.45pm: 9-12yrs, 
4.45pm: Teens. Saturday 10-11am: 5-8 year olds. All at Churton Park Community Centre. Special is for new 
students only. Please contact Debs debs@wonderplay.co.nz 021-172-2836, www.wonderplay.co.nz 

Wellington Brick Show, Amazing Lego Creations, 13-14 March 9am-5pm, Lower Hutt Events Centre, 30 
Laings Road, Lower Hutt. $10 entry, under 3 free, family pass $30. Proceeds support the ‘Back to School 
Project’.

mailto:tawalinden@playcentre.org.nz
http://www.bigairgym.co.nz/
mailto:wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz
mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz
http://www.marsden.school.nz/register
http://www.marsden.school.nz/register
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https://marsden.school.nz/
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