
 

Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES 
Term Four 

10 Dec  Kākano BDO 
11 Dec  Sausage Sizzle 
11 Dec  Water Fun Day 
14 Dec  End of Year 
               Celebration 
               1.00pm 
                                          Tawa College  
15 Dec  End of Year 
             12.30pm    

2021 Term Dates 
Term 1  03 Feb - 16 April 
Term 2  03 May - 9 July 
Term 3  26 July - 1 Oct 
Term 4  18 Oct - 15 Dec

Wednesday 9 December 2020 
Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Nameste, Ni hao, Shalom, 
Kumusta, As-salāmu ʿalaykum and Greetings 

Aue! What a busy and fun finish to the end of the year we are having.  A bit of a 
shame the weather isn’t playing its part but in true Greenacres style, we are 
making the best of it.  The Big Day Out for a couple of Teams became the Big Day 
In!  

Kapa Haka 
The Tawa Schools’ Kapa Haka Festival last week was tino rawe. Our roopu 
performed amazingly and made us all proud. Not only was the performance spot 
on, our outfits were impressive and our RKMCs were on show for everyone to 
see.  

A massive shout out to all the kaiako and tutors who helped us prepare, in 
particular  Whaea Liz whose skilful tuition and enthusiasm played a big part in the 
success of the day. Shout outs as well need to go to Whaea Vanessa, Jenny 
Peacock, Carol Ruha, Whaea Terehia, Whaea Goldie and all the whānau who 
helped us out.  

Ki o rahi 
Tawa Kahui Ako put on a splendid evening at Tawa College last Thursday evening 
for the first ever Ki o rahi festival.  We sent three teams who really enjoyed playing 
this fast, fun and interesting game. Tawa College provided coaches on the evening 
and everything went perfectly.  Thanks to all the whānau who supported and added 
so much to the evening.    

Transitions 
Students have all had the opportunity to meet their new teachers and classmates.  
We have displayed the class lists for “Home Rooms” in Puāwai outside the main 
office. Another bonus of our new structure is that there will be a seamless transition 
and sharing of information about students.   



Staff News  
We need to wish Alan Bilton and Nancy Burdan our best.  Alan and Nancy will be leaving Greenacres at the 
end of the year as they are moving to the South Island to be closer to family.   
Alan has been working at Greenacres School for many years in a part time capacity.  He has worked across 
the school with all ages and is much loved by our tamariki. Amongst many talents, he tells the absolute best 
stories, is a brilliant art teacher (and artist), as well as being a driving force in our Pest Free team.  Alan will 
be sorely missed.   
Nancy is a committed, skilful and passionate Reading Recovery teacher. She has supported many 
Greenacres School children with their literacy over an extended time. The children who have worked with 
her have all benefited from her experience, patience and skill.  Nancy’s work has been incredibly positive 
and had a significant impact for those who have worked with her.  Nancy will also be missed.     

Congratulations to Brittany Symon and Dave Conway. They have 
successfully completed their two year induction and mentoring 
programmes and will be fully registered teachers in 2021. They are 
both brilliant and committed teachers with long and successful 
careers ahead of them.   

Parent Helpers Afternoon Tea 
Thank you to all those who came along on Monday afternoon. It was 
wonderful to be able to chat with you and show our appreciation for 
all that you have done for the school over the year. There were some 
who couldn’t make it so we would like to express our thanks to you 
also for your help this year. 

Student Council 
Well done to the Student Council.  It has been a pleasure working with them in 2021.  A highly talented 
group of young leaders.  They have been committed to making improvements and a positive contribution to 
Greenacres School and community.   

Sausage Sizzle 
We will be running a sausage sizzle this Friday at lunchtime. If your child would like to 
purchase a sausage please send $2 per sausage with your child on the day (correct 
change preferred if possible please). 

Christmas Wheelbarrow and Water Fun 
Friday is shaping to be a fun day. We have our “Christmas Wheelbarrow” where the children get to 
participate in a range of fun activities across the school in the middle block of the day. There is then an 
optional water fight for those who want to join in. If your child wants to take part they are welcome to bring a 
water pistol and a towel, togs and change of clothes.  No water bombs please as they make a big mess and 
are environmentally unfriendly.   

End of Year Celebration 
On Monday 14 December, we will be having our End of Year Celebration at Tawa College Hall. It will begin 
at 1pm and we warmly invite you to attend and enjoy the celebrations.  We have ordered coaches to get the 
whole school there and back again.  Please pick your child up as usual from school at 3.00pm.

This will be the last newsletter of the year.  I do hope you can make our end of year celebrations at Tawa 
College but I will take this opportunity to say THANK YOU for the amazing welcome and year. I feel 
incredibly privileged to be tumuaki at such a cool school.  While it was a challenging year, the resilience and 
sense of community is very evident.  Greenacres School rocks!   

Have a safe and wonderful summer.  
Ngā mihi 
Mike Thomas  



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
                                                
Tawa Uniform Drive - help your local community by donating Tawa College and Tawa Intermediate uniform 
items you no longer need. Please drop clean, tidy items to Tawa Community Centre (M-F 9-1, 2-4.30) or 
Linden Community Centre (10.30-1, 2-5). Items will be available Tuesday 22 December 10-12 at Tawa 
Community Centre or Wednesday 13 January, 6-7pm at Linden Community Centre. Koha per item 
appreciated, cash only, limited sizes, bring students to ensure best fit. Call Mandy 021 2278566 or Steph 
027 5319161 for more info. 

The Tawa Christmas Parade is on this Saturday,12 December, at 2pm along the 
main road of Tawa by the shops. The long range weather forecast looks pretty 
good! There will be over 30 floats and 300 participants. It's going to be a lot of 
fun. Especially with a Christmas Party in the Plaza (outside New World) straight after 
the parade has finished. See you there. 

The ‘Pop Up Market’ - handmade arts and crafts. New World Atrium, 35 Oxford 
Street, Tawa, on Saturday 12 December from 10am till 2pm.  

Incredible Families - next round of Incredible Years courses start in February 2021. 
All the course details are below. Registrations for the courses can be completed 
here http://www.incrediblefamilies.org.nz/incredible-years/register/ 

Banana Boat OceanKids Series Attention all swimmers aged 7-10 years! This is coming to Freyberg 
Beach on Sunday 31 January - a great chance to have a go at a 100m or 200m ocean swim close to shore, 
in a safe, supportive, and fun environment. Every child who participates will receive a finishers medal, 
photo, other goodies, and a great day at the beach! Visit www.oceankids.co.nz for more info and to enter. 

The Voice of Christmas - Win a Smart Bedroom! This Christmas morning on Newstalk ZB - it's "The 
Voice of Christmas" singing competition... on the 'Crazy Kiwi Christmas Kids Show'... If you can sing, and 
you’re under 13, call 0800 THE VOICE (that’s 0800 843 864) and sing a Christmas carol or Christmas song 
as your audition. The grand prize? The ultimate smart bedroom bundle complete with an Amazon Echo Plus 
smart speaker and Alexa-enabled smart coloured light bulbs! Then tune in on Christmas morning to 
Newstalk ZB from 6am, to see if you've won! 

http://www.incrediblefamilies.org.nz/incredible-years/register/
http://www.oceankids.co.nz/


SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES 

Kelly Club Greenacres Summer School Holiday Programme running from 
Wednesday 16 December to Friday 18 December, then back in the New Year 
from Monday 11 January to Tuesday 2 February, located in Greenacres School 
Hall. Includes a trip day to the Zoo and Pools, a Wheels Day, a Water themed 
day and so much more!  
For enquiries and to book find us online at: kellyclub.co.nz/greenacres or phone: 
027 241 4295. 

Wilderkids Outdoor Adventure - Innermost Gardens, 31 Lawson Place, Mt Victoria for kids aged 5-12. 
$56 a day (8.30am - 3.15pm), 19-29 January (excluding Wellington Anniversary Day) 10% discount for a full 
week. Freephone 0508 787824 Wilderkids is a school holiday programme with a difference. 

Christmas Funday - Tawa Anglican Church (St Christophers), Monday 21 December 2020 10am-2pm, 
for primary school children. Christmas crafts, lego, games, dvd and stories, cost $15, booking is essential. 
For more information and to book contact hayley.balmer@xtra.co.nz or 027 2329433. 

Book in for a summer of fun at Tawa Recreation Centre - book in for a summer of fun. Our school 
holiday programme is now open for registration! We've got everything from inflatables, to dodgeball, to giant 
bubbles and much more! Our programme runs from 11-29 January 2021. Beat the Christmas rush and 
request a booking now - https://wgtn.cc/schoolholidays. Tawa Recreation Centre will be closed for the 
summer from Friday 18 December and reopen on Monday 11 January 2021. Get your registrations in now.  
Emails will be cleared on Sunday 10 January if you request a booking during the closure. Contact us 
at tawa.rec@wcc.govt.nz or 04 232 2260 

Children LOVE learning how to Cartwheel, Round-off, Handspring and Flip at 
BIGAIR GYMs Classes! Children develop strength, flexibility, balance, 
proprioception, plus determination and self-confidence as they achieve new 
skills! BIGAIR’s GYMNASTICS, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING & 
TRAMPOLINE classes are excellent for fun and fitness! We focus on safety, 
technique, fundamental skills, right through to more advanced skills, such as 
summersaults and twisting. Bigair Gym is a clean, pristine, exciting, kid friendly, 
state of the art gym facility! Our experienced coaches run structured & fun gym 
classes. Book now for Bigair’s popular January School Holiday Programme! Full day or half day sessions. 
Keep your kids active these holidays, while they also practice and learn new skills! Holiday Programme & 
Term 1 Class BOOKINGS ARE OPEN NOW at www.bigairgym.co.nz, or contact Bigair Gym Owhiro Bay 
383 8779 wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz, or Bigair Gym Tawa 232 3508 office@bigairgym.co.nz. 

Chipmunks Holiday Programme - 14 Dec-23 Dec, and 4 Jan-2 Feb. For more info call 2326363, cell 
021574057, or email tawa@chipmunks.co.nz.  Register at www.skilds.co.nz.

http://kellyclub.co.nz/greenacres
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