
 
4 March 2020 
 
Tēnā koutou fellow parents / caregivers 
 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT SCHOOL DONATIONS AND COSTS FOR 
2020 
 
On behalf of the Greenacres School Board of Trustees I extend a very warm welcome 
to all whānau starting at our school and warm greetings to all those returning. The 
Board believes our school is a great place to be and we hope you and 
your whānau enjoy being part of it.  
 
The Board wants to take this opportunity to share with you how you can help out with 
financial contributions to Greenacres School.  You may be aware that the government 
has instituted a new policy from 2020 for decile 1-7 schools to receive additional 
funding if they do not request donations from parents. As we are a decile 9 school we 
unfortunately do not qualify for this additional government funding.  Throughout the 
year, we minimise fundraising efforts to the Gala and one or two other small activities 
and the Board does not constantly send letters requesting money. Our Board 
members are all current parents of Greenacres students, and we very much 
appreciate the costs and sacrifices involved in raising and educating our tamariki. I 
wish to acknowledge and warmly thank the very many parents who contributed 
financially to Greenacres School last year – without your assistance we would not 
have been able to maintain the quality and variety of opportunities that our children 
enjoy.  
 
The costs involved in running a modern primary school are enormous – and continue 
to increase. We receive government funding for our allocated quota of teaching staff. 
We also receive funding (via an Annual Operations Grant) which helps cover all 
other curriculum-related costs. Our allocated teaching quota we believe does not 
adequately allow for a number of things, for example lower teacher:student ratios and 
the level of pastoral care required. Our funds are, increasingly, becoming more 
stretched. The reality is that our government funding is not enough to cover the day to 
day costs involved in providing a quality education for our tamariki. It is therefore 
necessary to seek additional funds from the community. The requested 
general donation, other donations we suggest and costs for specific items and 
activities are not to pay for ‘extras’. Funds received are used to provide essential 
resources that are needed by students. 
 
We believe that we are giving good value for money at Greenacres School, and 
believe that our children leave primary school well-equipped to take the next step in 
their educational life. As you know, we do not have extravagant facilities. We achieve 
our good results using the basics with which we are equipped. The cost of support 
staff salaries (including property staff, teacher aides, administration etc.) and 
maintaining the Greenacres School property (including painting, grounds, cleaning 
etc.) are expensive but necessary to ensure we continue to provide excellent service 
and buildings to help educate the students of Greenacres, both now and in the future. 
 

 



These are some of the things you may be expected to pay for, items or activities you 
can choose to pay for and donations that may be requested or suggested during the 
year: 
 
- Parents are required to fund and provide all stationery requirements for their 
child/children. 
 
-On occasion the school organises school trips which are part of the curriculum (eg, 
Te Papa) but for which there is a cost involved. These trips are valuable for student 
learning and to enable these to continue, parent contribution to the cost is appreciated. 

-Students learning a musical instrument pay for music tuition. 

-Extra-curricular activities include all activities and events at the school that are not 
part of the main subject curriculum, for example sports teams. Please make sure you 
are fully aware of the costs involved in an extra-curricular activity before you agree to 
your child participating. 

-A General Donation is requested from whānau each year. This is suggested as 
$175 per student. Greenacres School acknowledges that this donation is voluntary, 
however, without your assistance we cannot continue to provide the level of 
resourcing that parents, and students, want and expect. Such payment is another 
expression of the partnership that exists between the school and student whānau and 
we appreciate your support. If, for your whānau, the suggested amounts are 
unaffordable, please donate the amount you can manage. If on the other hand your 
whānau is in a position to donate over the suggested amount, please do! 

All donations made are tax deductible and you will be provided with a receipt so you 
can claim your rebate (1/3 of the donation amount) from Inland Revenue (payments 
made by 31 March can be claimed this year). You are welcome to pay by instalments if 
that works best for your whānau. The school bank account number is 123254 
000419500. Please put your name and ‘Donation’ as reference. 

Please contact the office if you have any queries in regard to donations and costs. The 
Board and the school very much appreciates your support, which is not taken for 
granted. 
 
All the best to your whānau as you journey through 2020. 

 

Sharyn Richardson 
Chairperson 
Board of Trustees 
Greenacres School 
 


