
Wednesday 9 June 2021 
Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Nameste, Ni hao, 
Shalom, As-salāmu ʿalaykum and Greetings 

Support Staff Week 
To start the newsletter, I wanted to give a MASSIVE shout out to our wonderful 
Support Staff. We are incredibly grateful to have a group of dedicated, skilful, 
kind and professional staff members who work tirelessly to ensure that 
Greenacres School runs smoothly. This group includes our three teacher aides 
Hilary Jones, Carol Ruha and Lindy Fenton, and our office staff Sharon Dunstan 
and Marj Bennett. We will be doing our best to acknowledge them in all their 
mahi this week. I also encourage you all to approach them and thank them 
personally.   

Te Reo Māori - vowel sounds
Check out the following chart to help with pronunciation of Māori vowel sounds.  
We were working on this at a recent staff meeting with the help of Whaea 
Vanessa and adapted it to words that helped us as individuals. For example 
some people found “o as in oar” a good prompt. Feel free to have a go and 
adapt it to what works for you.   

 

This link is also helpful  

Te reo Māori vowel sounds 

Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES 

Term 2 
15 Jun   Monarch Show 
22 Jun          BoT Meeting 
21 Jun   Life Education 
23 Jun   Teachers’ Paid  
              Union Meeting 
09 Jul    Term 2 ends 

Assemblies 
11 Jun   Māhuri 
18 Jun   Kano 

 
There were no new 

students to welcome this 
week. 

Useful Links 
greenacres.school.nz 
schooldocs.co.nz 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTP-nRudTy8
http://greenacres.school.nz
http://schooldocs.co.nz


Literacy 
As outlined in earlier communications, one of our three annual targets is centred around developing 
teaching and learning of literacy, with a particular focus on writing. We were fortunate to have the support of 
Del Costello from Cognition Education and Nicole Ros (our Literacy Lead and awesome teacher from Kano) 
leading us. While most of our young writers are keen and doing well, one of the challenges faced is getting 
all tamariki fully engaged and enjoying their writing. We have been talking about strategies to enhance this 
and have decided to focus on “storytelling”.  We know from our own experience, as well as from the 
research, that children love listening to spoken stories (as well as from books) and are highly motivated by 
this approach.  We are excited to get started on this in term three. Associated with our second annual goal 
of whanaungatanga and partnerships, we would love to hear from you if you have a story relating to our 
local environment or history or from another culture that you would be happy to share with us. I can’t wait to 
read the amazing writing coming from our children as a result of this work. 

Monarch Show
Next Tuesday, 15 June,  we have a theatre show visiting which looks great. It 
relates beautifully to our focus on science and the environment (and 
writing).   

MONARCH is a theatre show that mixes vivid characters, comedy, 
and physical theatre. Performed by dynamic duo Katie Burson and 
Beth Kayes and featuring costumes by award-winning designer 
Elizabeth Whiting, MONARCH is about butterflies, speech writing, 
scientists and the environment. 

The cost of the show is $5.00 for Māhuri and Puāwai students.  
Kano parents please note that you have already paid this as part of the 
Zealandia payment of $19. 

Life Education (Harold)
In Week 8 (21-15 June) we are looking forward to the return of Life Education and Harold (the Giraffe). Life 
Education has been a regular visitor to Greenacres and many schools across New Zealand for many years.  
The Life Education vision “Inspiring tamariki and rangatahi to make positive choices” supports our RKMCs 
and health programme. For our school visit, specific themes have been chosen by the teams that best meet 
the students’ needs.  

Puāwai - ‘How do we change as we get older?” 
Māhuri - 'How can our feelings influence the way we act?'  
Kano - ‘What are the impacts of the decision we make?' 

Visit the website www.lifeeducation.org.nz for more background. 
The full cost of the programme is $21.50 per student (+GST) 
which includes an activity pack/workbook but thanks to the 
incredible fundraising efforts of the Life Education Trust, the cost to 
parents is significantly reduced to $6.50 per student. 

To summarise     
•  Monarch Show $5 for Māhuri and Puāwai students 
• Life Education $6.50 for all students 
It would be appreciated if you could make payment as soon as possible, either as cash or eftpos/credit card 
at the office or direct credit to the school bank account 123254 0004195 00. 

We have thought carefully about the programmes especially in relation to the costs. Our apologies that we 
have had a few costs back to back but do feel these programme really add to the learning for your children 
We couldn’t include them without your support, so thank you in advance. Please feel free to talk to us if you 
have any concerns about the payments and we will do our best to sort something out.  

  

http://www.lifeeducation.org.nz


Winter 
With the weather getting colder, the cold and flu season is upon us. Due to strict Covid rules last year, most 
kura / schools had the healthiest year ever. This was because whānau were vigilant in keeping sick kids at 
home, whether they had a cold, cough, sore throat, runny nose or upset tummy.  We ask that this practice 
continues this winter so that tamariki and staff attending school stay as healthy as possible. 

Mā te wā 
Mike Thomas  

Events Committee   
Sausage Sizzle 
This Friday lunchtime - it would be very helpful if you could send your child to school with the correct cash 
on the day. 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 

Transformer Upgrade, Raroa Terrace - Downer has advised that they have scheduled substation 
upgrade on behalf of Wellington Electricity which involves excavations and traffic management near 
44 Raroa Terrace from 21 to 24 June between 7.00am and 6.00pm. If you have any queries contact 
Downer Project Manager, Kelly, on 021 527593. 

You are invited to a Tawa Community Safety meeting at the Tawa Community Centre at 7pm on 
Thursday 24 June. Police, Tawa Community Patrol and WCC safety representatives will speak and 
answer questions on the issue of crime and appropriate safety measures in Tawa. See more info 
at www.facebook.com/tawacommunityboard  
                                                
The Pop Up Arts and Crafts Market in Tawa held monthly in New World atrium 10am - 2pm - 26 June, 31 
July, 28 August, 25 September, 30 October, 27 November, 18 December. For more info go to Facebook 
thepopupmarketnz 

Experience what life is like at Whitby Collegiate at Experience Day where your child will spend a day in 
class with our friendly staff & students.  
Dates: Friday 25 June or Friday 2 July  Time: 8:45am - 3:15pm 
If you're interested in your child attending on either of the available dates, please register on our 
website here or give us a call on 04 234 1070. If you would like to tour our school, please register your 
interest here or telephone the above number. We’d be delighted to show you our school and tell you more in 
person. 2022 Scholarships are available. To find out more, please visit our website here. 

CCS Disability Action - You can make a difference in one child’s life! If you’re interested in welcoming a 
child into your family either on a short or long term basis, give CCS a call to find out more about Shared 
Care or Foster Care with CCS Disability Action. Contact them on (04) 3845677 or 0800 227200 or email 
them at info@ccsDisabilityAction.org.nz 

The 2021 Gazley Volkswagen Wellington Marathon takes place on Sunday 27 June. Make your support 
go further by raising life-saving funds to fight New Zealand's single biggest killer - heart disease. Walk, run 
(or a bit of both) or join with friends…however you decide to take part in the Gazley Volkswagen Wellington 
Marathon we’d love to have you join us and help make a difference! It’s quick and easy to get started. 
Simply register for the event http://www.wellingtonmarathon.co.nz/ 
If you’re not planning to run this year, how about joining this fun event as a volunteer? You’ll be out enjoying 
the atmosphere and helping with tasks like registrations and support at the finish line. If this is something 
you’d be keen to know more about or you’d like to register you can find out more here https://
www.heartfoundation.org.nz/get-involved/wellington-marathon-volunteers

http://www.facebook.com/tawacommunityboard
https://www.whitbycollegiate.school.nz/open-days-events
https://www.whitbycollegiate.school.nz/tours
https://www.whitbycollegiate.school.nz/scholarships
mailto:info@ccsDisabilityAction.org.nz
https://www.heartfoundation.org.nz/get-involved/wellington-marathon-volunteers
https://www.heartfoundation.org.nz/get-involved/wellington-marathon-volunteers

