
Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES 
Term One                    
13 Apr   Learning 
             Conversations 
14 Apr   Learning 
             Conversations 
16 Apr   Term 1 ends 

Term 2 
03 May  Term 2 starts 
11 May  Reporting 
              Meeting 
12 May  School Photos 
04 Jun   Teacher Only 
               Day 
07 Jun   Queen’s birthday 

 
During this term we have 

had Hanru Leman, 
Connor Powell, Austin 

Whyte, and Avery Turner 
start in Kano, and Joyce 
Qin start in Māhuri. We 

wish them and their 
families all the best on 
their learning journey 

with us. 

Useful Links 
greenacres.school.nz 
schooldocs.co.nz 

Wednesday 14 April 2021 
Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Nameste, Ni hao, Shalom, 
Kumusta, As-salāmu ʿalaykum and Greetings 

Aue! What a busy finish to a full and eventful first term. There were lots of 
highlights but certainly EOTC week stands out. While the weather did not really 
‘play ball’, it was great to complete a couple of missed events on Thursday. The 
orienteering and trip to Pirates Coves for Māhuri and Puāwai were both very 
successful. Thanks to the parents who were able to support us with the changes; 
especially Nigel Seebeck who led us with the orienteering.   

Our “House Group” Scavenger Hunt last Wednesday was also great. It was really 
cool seeing ‘tuakana teina’ or older children and younger children (often siblings) 
working together as they made their way through the clues. 

  
Learning Conversations 
Thank you for attending the “Learning Conversations”.  These are a great chance 
to engage in your child’s learning, celebrate achievements and support progress 
towards next steps.  
  
Reporting 
Following on from the newsletter two weeks ago, Puāwai whānau would have 
received a Seesaw post in regards to writing progress. If you haven’t already 
please engage with this, as it is an important component of our reporting 
programme.   
Also building on from the last newsletter, we would like to invite you to a meeting at 
5.30pm on 11 May to discuss our new reporting programme. We are very excited 
about the changes we are making and want to spend some time explaining the 
rationale and benefits to you all. We will also be able to share with you how it will 
unfold over the next while. It is important that we get everyone on board so please 
prioritise this meeting so you get the chance to hear everything first hand.   

http://greenacres.school.nz
http://schooldocs.co.nz


Futsal 
Well done to those who attended Futsal this week. It was awesome to have so many tamariki taking part in 
such a fun and skilful game. The children came back tired and happy. Thank you to all the parents who 
helped out with transport and supervision. We couldn’t have taken students without your support. 

Helmets 
On our wheels day, an observation was made that many of the tamariki had helmets that were not fitting 
well. We were concerned that if the children had an accident on their scooter, bike or skateboard then their 
helmets would not keep them safe. I encourage you to have a look at the following website to ensure your 
young one is safe on his or her bike, scooter or skateboard.   Fitting a helmet                      

IF Term 2 
Do you (or a grandparent or family member) have a particular skill or interest that you would like to share 
with a group of enthusiastic Greenacres Tamariki? It could be in the arts, science, sports although we are 
open to ideas! Some examples of recent activities include flax weaving, photography and meccano. It would 
involve coming into school from 9.00-10.30am for six Fridays from 14 May to 18 June. Drop me a line if you 
have an idea (principal@greenacres.school.nz)   We would love to hear from you.  

Teacher Only Day - 4 June 
In line with a number of other schools in Tawa and associated with the NZEI settlement, designed to 
address teacher workload, we will be having a Teacher Only Day on 4 June. The staff will continue their 
work on our reporting programme and our new Student Management System - Hero.   

Lastly, I wanted to end the newsletter with some really wonderful 
news. Nicole Ros from Kano, and her husband Sam, are pleased to 
announce that they are having a baby in September. We are delighted 
for them and wish them all the best for the pregnancy and the arrival of 
their baby.  We are making plans to replace Nicole for her leave and will 
let you know when these firm up.   

Have a safe and enjoyable term break.  School starts again on Monday 
3 May.   

Ngā mihi nui 
Mike Thomas  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#search/jpeacock%40greenacres.school.nz/FMfcgxwLtQRGkpcxkzRQtgHfVlJGNKMT?projector=1&messagePartId=0.1
mailto:principal@greenacres.school.nz


COMMUNITY NOTICES 
                                                
FROM MON 29 MARCH: BOOKINGS OPEN FOR TERM 2 CLASSES AT BIGAIR 
GYM! Classes fill up fast, so don’t miss out! 
Children LOVE learning how to Cartwheel, Round-off, Handspring and Flip at 
BIGAIR GYMs Classes! Children develop strength, flexibility, balance, proprioception, 
plus determination and self-confidence as they achieve new skills! BIGAIR’s 
GYMNASTICS, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING & TRAMPOLINE classes are excellent 
for fun and fitness!  
To Book online: www.bigairgym.co.nz Contact: Bigair Owhiro Bay - phone 383 8779 
or email wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz or Bigair Tawa - phone 232 3508 or email office@bigairgym.co.nz 

The Pop Up Arts and Crafts Market in Tawa held monthly in New World atrium 10am - 2pm - 17 April, 
29May, 26 June, 31 July, 28 August, 25 September, 30 October, 27 November, 18 December. For more info 
go to Facebook thepopupmarketnz 

Tawa Mothers’ Group - Join a small group of supportive mums to learn 3 steps for untangling any 
parenting challenge. The emphasis will be on applying the process to your specific situation so you can feel 
more confident as a parent and strengthen your relationship with your children. The next 5-week group will 
be held on Tuesday evenings, beginning 11 May. For more details and to book go to - https://
www.julielouisson.com/mothers-groups/ 

GKR Karate Free Open Night, Friday 16 April 5.30-6.30pm in Mana, Sunday 18 April 10.00-11.00am 
Whitby. Call or text Anthony on 027 7653935 to reserve a spot, limited spots available. 

Samuel Marsden Collegiate School - Year 7 entry 2022, Open Day: Sunday 16 May, 2pm-4pm. Register 
at marsden.school.nz/register Scholarships: Year 7 Academic and Māori & Pasifika Scholarships for entry in 
2022 are now open, see details and apply online at marsden.school.nz/about/scholarships/ Applications 
close 20 May (6 August for Maori & Pasifika scholarship), exam date 29 May 2021. For questions, to 
organise a personal tour or day in class for your daughter please contact Enrolment Registrar Leigh 
McCathie on 476 8707. marsden.school.nz  

The 2021 Gazley Volkswagen Wellington Marathon takes place on Sunday 27 June. Make your support 
go further by raising life-saving funds to fight New Zealand's single biggest killer - heart disease. Walk, run 
(or a bit of both) or join with friends…however you decide to take part in the Gazley Volkswagen Wellington 
Marathon we’d love to have you join us and help make a difference! It’s quick and easy to get started. 
Simply register for the event http://www.wellingtonmarathon.co.nz/ 
If you’re not planning to run this year, how about joining this fun event as a volunteer? You’ll be out enjoying 
the atmosphere and helping with tasks like registrations and support at the finish line. If this is something 
you’d be keen to know more about or you’d like to register you can find out more here https://
www.heartfoundation.org.nz/get-involved/wellington-marathon-volunteers 
  

http://www.bigairgym.co.nz/
mailto:wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz
mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz
https://www.julielouisson.com/mothers-groups/
https://www.julielouisson.com/mothers-groups/
http://www.marsden.school.nz/register
https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/scholarships/
https://marsden.school.nz/
https://www.heartfoundation.org.nz/get-involved/wellington-marathon-volunteers
https://www.heartfoundation.org.nz/get-involved/wellington-marathon-volunteers


SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES 

KELLY  SPORTS APRIL 2021 HOLIDAY PROGRAMME –
 NGATITOA DOMAIN 
Our hugely popular Kelly Sports Holiday Programme is back for 
the April Holidays for children 5-13 years.  Come and join the 
Kelly Sports coaches for the best in sports!  
We have created an Action Packed Programme including: : Ultimate Frisbee Day, Nets Day, Rippa/Touch Rugby 
Day, Ball Blast Day, Anzac Kelly Sports Day, Target Day and lots more! Plus trips to Frosty Spot Ice Rink and 
Strike – Ten Pin Bowling.! 
Click on the following link to see the activity planner - Kelly Sports October Holiday Programme Activity Planner 
To enrol go to www.kellysports.co.nz/events/3073-Ngatitoa-Domain-Hall 

APRIL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME AT BIGAIR GYM! Classes fill up fast, so don’t miss 
out! Children LOVE learning how to Cartwheel, Round-off, Handspring and Flip at 
BIGAIR GYMs Classes! Keep your kids active these holidays, with our full or half 
day Holiday Programme sessions, while they also practice and learn new gym skills! 
To Book online: www.bigairgym.co.nz Contact: Bigair Owhiro Bay - phone 383 8779 
or email wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz or Bigair Tawa - phone 232 3508 or 
email office@bigairgym.co.nz 

Artrageous April Holiday Adventure: 19 – 30 April 2021    » Programme    BOOK ARTRAGEOUS APRIL 
Aimed at children aged 5-10 years. Our classes provide a space for all children to explore at their own pace; 
chaotic or careful, gingerly or with gusto, tiptoeing or tromping. Our aim is to draw out their creativity, not 
stuff things in! Bookings essential. BOOK NOW! Venue: Poneke Dojo, Prince of Wales Park, Salisbury Tce, 
Mt Cook, Wellington, 8.30am–3:00pm $79 and after care 3:00pm-5.30pm $15. The Artrageous team - 
admin@artrageouskids.co.nz  www.artrageouskids.co.nz 

The Circus Hub in Wellington offers circus classes that are fun, exciting and challenging. Skills taught 
include aerial silks, trapeze, acrobatics, jiggling and more! A great activity to develop co-ordination, 
perseverance, creativity and confidence. For ages 5-15 years. Classes are run for all ages, pre-school to 
adults. Bookings essential, book online at www.circus.org.nz 

KidzStuff Theatre for Children present ‘Tale of a Dog’ from 17-30 April. For more information contact 
Amalia Calder on 027 2717351 or email kidzstuffnz@gmail.com. For bookings go to 
www.kidzstufftheatre.co.nz  

Circus Aotearoa, NZ’s very own circus is in Wellington at Evans Bay, Cog Park. Contact 022 6505325 for 
more information. Book online at www.circusaotearoa.co.nz or simply purchase before the show, box office 
open from 10am on show days.

http://www.kellysports.co.nz/events/3073-Ngatitoa-Domain-Hall
http://www.bigairgym.co.nz/
mailto:wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz
mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz
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