
Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES 
Term One               
12 Mar  Sausage Sizzle 
16 Mar  ‘The Maui Tales’ 
19 Mar  Scholastic Book 
                                       Club Closes 
29 Mar  EOTC week          
2-6 Apr  Easter Break 

13 Apr   Learning 
             Conversations 
14 Apr   Learning 
             Conversations 
16 Apr   Term 1 ends 

Assemblies 
12 Mar  Māhuri 
19 Mar  Kano 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 1  03 Feb - 16 April 
Term 2  03 May - 9 July 
Term 3  26 July - 1 Oct 
Term 4  18 Oct - 15 Dec 

Useful Links 
greenacres.school.nz 
schooldocs.co.nz 

Wednesday 10 March 2021 
Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Nameste, Ni hao, Shalom, 
Kumusta, As-salāmu ʿalaykum and Greetings 

Let’s start this week's newsletter with some fantastic 
news! We are thrilled to announce the arrival of 
Frederick (Freddie) Lee Calder. Freddie is Rob 
Calder  (teacher in Puāwai Toru) and his wife, 
Josie’s, first child. We send them all our hearty best 
wishes and can’t wait to meet young Freddie. 
Mazeltov! 

Movin’ March 
We’re loving all the stamping of passports!  
Remember if you walk or wheel we’ll tick off your trip 
at the gate and all entries we send to GWRC will go 
in the draw to win one of 12 x $400 MYRIDE  
vouchers. After you have 14 stamps we have some 
great spot prizes. 
Whānau Photo Competition  
Post your pic and comment on the weekly theme and check out what whānau said 
last week on how walking or wheeling to school made them feel. Week 2’s theme 
is posted early Monday morning. Entries go in to WIN a family pass to Staglands 
Wildlife Reserve, Zealandia or a Micro Scooter. Fifteen prizes to be won, 
announced by 9 April. Go to the Movin’March Facebook page for more details.  
Art Challenge: Students can colour in Jack’s journey to school and create a 
wonder or adventure for him along the way. Age Categories: 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, Special 
Education. Let’s keep Movin it in March. 

Road Safety on Raroa Terrace 
You may have noticed that there is some building work taking place next to Raroa 
Park. I have spoken with the site manager and he assured me he will be taking 
action to keep everyone safe i.e. having a worker assist the children past the 
entrance and limiting trucks accessing the site before and after school. The site 
manager has his name on the sign at the site so feel free to contact him if you 
have any concerns or let me know here at school. Please take care around the 
site.  
    
Learning Conversations 
Please put 13 & 14 April aside in your diary for our Learning Conversations. Our 
Learning Conversations are an excellent chance to communicate with you in 
regards to your child’s progress and build on our partnership with you all.  These 
conversations will be student led. We are aware that they are quite late in the term 
but have scheduled them there largely due to EOTC week.  More information will 
be coming out about how to book an appointment.  Additionally, if you have any 
immediate concerns, as always please feel free to raise these directly with your 
child’s teacher(s).   

https://www.myride.co.nz/
http://www.movinmarch.com/photocomp
https://www.staglands.co.nz/
https://www.staglands.co.nz/
https://www.wellingtonnz.com/experience/see-and-do/zealandia/
https://www.microscooters.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/movinmarch/
https://www.movinmarch.com/art
http://greenacres.school.nz
http://schooldocs.co.nz


Literacy at Greenacres 
This year we are working with a facilitator, Del Costello from Cognition Education, to review our teaching 
and learning in Literacy. Please look out for a literacy survey that will be emailed to you this week from our 
Literacy Leadership Team. We are really interested in your thoughts and feedback about our literacy 
programme. The questions are based on our four C Curriculum: Communication, Creativity, Collaboration 
and Critical Thinking. Thank you in advance. 

Covid 19 
It has been great to move back to Alert Level 1 this week. However, as Dr Bloomfield has clearly stated, 
new cases are still possible and we need to continue to act with caution and do the right thing to keep our 
community safe. 
  

This document provides information on where you can go to get help, including financial support, as well as 
details about the different categories of contacts. 
  

With new variants and changed requirements for contacts of cases, New Zealand’s COVID response seems 
to be more complex and sometimes it isn’t clear what “the right thing” actually is. 
  

The basics still work 
We have a large amount of control over how we can prevent the spread of COVID-19. Even with the new 
variants of the virus, the most important things we can do remain the same: 

For our school we will: 
• display QR code posters for the NZ COVID Tracer app 
• keep our visitor register, attendance register to help with contact tracing if needed 
• be monitoring for illness and asking anyone who is unwell to remain at home, or to go home 
• encourage people with relevant symptoms to seek medical advice through Healthline (0800 358 

5453) or their GP and get tested for COVID if recommended to do so 
• reinforce the importance of good hand washing and drying 
• reinforce good cough and sneeze etiquette 
• clean and disinfect high-touch surfaces regularly 

Your whānau will also have good practices to follow to keep yourselves safe: 
• check in using the NZ COVID Tracer app everywhere you go (the sooner you get notified that you 

were at a location of interest, the easier it will be to keep yourself and your whānau safe) 
• switch on the Bluetooth function on the app (go to the dashboard in the app to do this) 

always stay home if you are unwell and seek advice from Healthline (0800 358 5453) or your GP 
• get tested if recommended to do so. Testing is free to everyone in New Zealand! 
• wash and dry hands thoroughly and frequently 
• practise good cough and sneeze etiquette 
• regularly clean and disinfect high-touch surfaces in your home 
• wear face coverings on public transport 
• for those of you who think you might have been at a location of interest at the specified time, follow 

the instructions on the Ministry of Health website or if you are unsure what to do, contact Healthline 
(0800 358 5453) for advice about getting tested 

Get your information from good sources 
• The Ministry of Education provides us with specific advice for what needs to happen in schools and 

early learning services. Some of the rules are different for schools, early learning services and 
workplaces than the rules you need to follow when we are out and about with people you don’t 
know. The main one is we have different physical distancing requirements than the general public. 
That is because we have good systems in place to prevent spread of COVID. 

• The Ministry of Education also has information for parents, caregivers and whānau. 
• The Government’s Unite against COVID-19 website is the main website to go to get great advice. 

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=9fdd730dd9&e=f0d0b9f670
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=9fdd730dd9&e=f0d0b9f670
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=921c713741&e=f0d0b9f670
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=d72351e1e6&e=f0d0b9f670
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=1efc70ec59&e=f0d0b9f670
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=9e792abe81&e=f0d0b9f670
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=5920a474e5&e=f0d0b9f670


‘The Maui Tales’ 
You will recall this had to be postponed due to going into Covid Level 2. 
Luckily we have been able to reschedule for next Tuesday, 16 March. 
The theatre company, will be presenting an original shadow puppet 
adaptation of Maui and the Sun and Maui and the Fish to all our 
students, including live music and original songs. The idea is to work with 
children’s imagination and show them how to make art with recycled 
materials and create live animations with the use of shadows, 
perspectives and lights. The school is not being charged for this show, 
but as the company is raising funds for Covid affected people in Ecuador 
(their home country) a gold coin koha from each child would be greatly 
appreciated. This will be matched by the school. 

Student Council
Shalom, Hi my name is Natalya. I'm the Chairperson of the Student Council. McKay is my sidekick (Deputy 
Chairperson).  The people who are in the Student Council with us are:   Alex, Jake, Jack, Neia, Brody, 
Serena, Riley, Alisa, Holly, and Michael.  
We are excited to organise events this year to try to make the school a better place for all children.  
We will do our best to keep you all up to date with what is happening.   
 

Ngā mihi 
Mike Thomas  



Events Committee 
Sausage Sizzle 
The events committee will be running a sausage sizzle every Friday at lunchtime, $2 per sausage. If your 
child would like a sausage please send cash with them on the day. If we have returned to Level 1 this will 
start this Friday 12 March. 

Greenacres School Fundraiser - Massive Garage Sale! 
Come along and support the school and nab a bargain! We have a container load of toys, books and bric a 
brac. Copy and paste this link to book your stall for your children's pre loved clothes and treasures. Please 
note there is a $15 donation for each private stall. Book here! https://forms.gle/jKpE28jwLMzBM4DTA 

Kind regards, 
The Fundraising Committee 

https://forms.gle/jKpE28jwLMzBM4DTA


COMMUNITY NOTICES 
                                                
Tawa Junior Rugby Club – Want to play in the 2021 Rugby season? Come along to one of our Fun-filled 
‘Give It a Go’ & Registration Days - Sunday 21st & 28th March 10am – 12pm at Tawa Junior Rugby Club or 
if you can’t make that we will be running a registration evening on Wednesday 24th March 5pm-7pm. For 
more in fo rmat ion v is i t the 'Tawa Jun io r Rugby Foo tba l l C lub ' Facebook page o r 
email tawajuniorrfc@gmail.com 
 
Children LOVE learning how to Cartwheel, Round-off, Handspring and Flip at 
BIGAIR GYMs Classes! Children develop strength, flexibility, balance, 
proprioception, plus determination and self-confidence as they achieve new 
s k i l l s ! B I G A I R ’s G Y M N A S T I C S , T U M B L I N G , F R E E R U N N I N G & 
TRAMPOLINE classes are excellent for fun and fitness! We focus on safety, 
technique, fundamental skills, right through to more advanced skills, such as 
summersaults and twisting. Bigair Gym is a clean, pristine, exciting, kid friendly, state 
of the art gym facility! Our experienced coaches run structured & fun gym classes. 
Children learn amazing life skills through these classes, including self-confidence, achievement, 
determination, persistence, pride and how to respond proactively to feedback. Classes start on 1st FEB, so 
don’t miss out! Book for Term 1 NOW at www.bigairgym.co.nz, or contact Bigair Gym Owhiro Bay 383 
8779 wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz, or Bigair Gym Tawa 232 3508 office@bigairgym.co.nz. 

Samuel Marsden Collegiate School - Year 7 entry 2022, Open Day: Sunday 16 May, 2pm-4pm. Register 
at marsden.school.nz/register Scholarships: Year 7 Academic and Māori & Pasifika Scholarships for entry in 
2022 are now open, see details and apply online at marsden.school.nz/about/scholarships/ Applications 
close 20 May (6 August for Maori & Pasifika scholarship), exam date 29 May 2021. For questions, to 
organise a personal tour or day in class for your daughter please contact Enrolment Registrar Leigh 
McCathie on 476 8707. marsden.school.nz  

Saint Mark’s School Open Days - Parents/caregivers of Year 6 students are warmly invited to the St 
Mark’s School Open Days on Friday 19 March from 10am to 12 noon and Saturday 20 March from 12 noon 
to 2pm. This is a great opportunity to find out more about life at St Mark’s from staff and students, hear 
about the curriculum and the IB programme, find out about the leadership and other opportunities offered  to 
Year 7 and 8 students, and enjoy a tour of the school. Please register online  https://www.st-
marks.school.nz/enrolment/open-days/  

Wellington Brick Show, Amazing Lego Creations, 13-14 March 9am-5pm, Lower Hutt Events Centre, 30 
Laings Road, Lower Hutt. $10 entry, under 3 free, family pass $30. Proceeds support the ‘Back to School 
Project’. 

Meccano 2021 National Exhibition - plus Hornby Model Railway Display, Waikanae Memorial Hall, 
Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 March, 10am - 4pm. All welcome.

mailto:tawajuniorrfc@gmail.com
http://www.bigairgym.co.nz/
mailto:wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz
mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz
http://www.marsden.school.nz/register
https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/scholarships/
https://marsden.school.nz/
https://www.st-marks.school.nz/enrolment/open-days/
https://www.st-marks.school.nz/enrolment/open-days/
https://www.st-marks.school.nz/enrolment/open-days/

