
Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES 
Term Two

We’ll update this when we 
know what our term will look 
like 
   
 3 Jul  End of Term 2                               

Term Three
 20 Jul   Start of Term 3 

 25 Sep End of Term 3          

There were no new students 
to welcome this week. 

                            

Thursday 14 May 2020 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, welcome to Week 5 of Term 2 2020. 

Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Nameste, Ni hao, Shalom, 
As-salāmu ʿalaykum and Greetings 

Firstly, it is so exciting that school will be open on Monday 18 May!   We can’t 
wait to see all the children back at school.  While in lots of ways it is back to 
‘normal’, there are a number of differences and accommodations needed to 
ensure we stay safe and follow the guidelines provided to us.  Please be 
reassured that school is a safe place to be.  

Well Being 
Well Being and a successful transition back to school will be our absolute 
priority as we welcome our tamariki back after all these weeks.  The children 
will obviously be excited to see their friends and return to school but we are 
aware that there may also be some concerns and nervousness.  As a staff we 
have discussed effective ways of approaching this and have been guided by 
some excellent resources provided by the MoE and other sources.     
In some ways it is like starting at the beginning of the year again. We  are 
aware that there will be a need to adapt our programmes. An example of an 
adaptation is that  we are planning on taking a few more mini-breaks as 
children settle back in.   
Of course, our RKMCs will continue to be our foundation.  

Hygiene 
Teachers will be spending time establishing new routines in terms of hygiene.  
Hand sanitiser stations will be set up in each classroom and the children will 
sanitise their hands on entering and exiting the classroom.  Coughing and 
sneezing etiquette will continue to be promoted.Posters, visuals and other aids 
will be displayed to support these messages.  

Quoting from the MOE Guidelines “In Alert Level 2 physical distancing means 
children, young people and staff maintain a physical distance so that they are 
not breathing on or touching each other.”  We will be reinforcing the importance 
of maintaining personal space and keeping out of each other's “moist breath 
zone” (yes I know that sounds strange).    
  
It will take a bit of getting used to friends not being able to give out hugs and 
high fives but we know that this will come shortly.  

Contact Tracing  
We are required by the MOE to record any adults that enter onto our school 
site.  This is in case of the unlikely event that we have a case of COVID- 19.  
Therefore all visitors, including caregivers must sign in and out at the office if 
they enter the school site.    
    



Drop Off and Pick Up 
In order to limit the number of people on our school site and further reduce risk, we are asking caregivers to 
drop off and pick up at the front gate unless absolutely necessary and previously discussed with our 
Management Team.  Please ensure that children do not arrive before 8.30am.  In order to ensure our drop 
off and pick up zone is safe, we also ask that you pick up or drop off your child and exit promptly and 
maintain your social distance.  It might be a good excuse to head to your favourite cafē for a coffee and a 
catch up with someone you haven’t seen for a while.      

At the end of the day, instead of having all our tamariki leaving school at the same time, we will stagger 
this.  Therefore: 
 -  Kākano teachers will bring their learning team out to the gate at 2.40pm 
 -  Te Rito at 2.50pm 
 -  Tōtara at 3.00pm  
 -  Ngahere at 3.05pm   

Older siblings will be able to leave their classes at the appropriate time so they can meet up with their 
younger brother or sister and connect up with their caregiver.    

Illness 
Under Alert Level 2, any students or staff are to stay at home if they are sick.  We will send anyone home 
immediately if they show any symptoms and they can return when given appropriate medical clearance.   

Sports Equipment and Playground 
As the children will be sanitising their hands on leaving and entering their room, we have been reassured 
that it is safe for children to use the equipment from the PE shed and playgrounds at level 2.   

Stationery 
Children will be encouraged not to share pencils, pens etc. In Kākano and Te Rito, the children will be 
assigned their own pencils.   

Drink Bottles 
Can you please send your child/ren with a named drink bottle.  Our drinking fountains will not be operating 
at Level 2.  
  
Cleaning 
Regular and robust cleaning will continue to take place across the school.  Our cleaners are working strictly 
to the guidelines provided by the Ministry of Health.    

School Events  
Our school wide IF programme is on hold. Learning teams may choose to adapt the programme for their 
children.    
Garden to Table programme is suspended for this term. 
Our swimming programme will not take place at this stage.  
School Assemblies will be on hold. 
Watch this space as we are hoping to have a Funky Shirt Day (or similar) next week.    

Returning Devices  
If you have had a school Chromebook over the lockdown period, can you please make sure they are 
charged, cleaned and returned.  This can happen on Friday 15 May or your child can bring the Chromebook 
on Monday morning.   

Contact with the Office  
Please continue to use phone or email if you need to contact the office.  Internet banking is also an 
excellent option if payments are needed.   

I wanted to thank you for your patience and flexibility as we enter into Level 2.  It is certainly a unique time.  
I also wanted to encourage you to talk with your children and reinforce the message that school is a safe 
place and explain the ways we are ensuring this.  You know your child best so your support will be very 
reassuring.  



  
I am certainly looking forward to greeting all the children and parents with a smile at the gate on Monday 
morning.  While the handshakes will have to wait, it will still be great to meet you.   

Please feel free to talk to us if you have any concerns or questions.   

Kia kaha - stay safe and well. 

Ngā mihi 
Mike Thomas  
Tumuaki 

Teacher Only Day Postponed
Please note that due to COVID 19, we have postponed our Teacher Only Day scheduled for Friday 29 May.  
School will be open as usual on this day.   

  
Enrolment Term 3 and 4
The Board of Trustees invites applications from parents (living within or outside the enrolment zone) who 
wish to enrol their new entrant child at Greenacres School. This applies to children turning 5 from 4 July 
2020 until 16 December 2020.  

Enrolment at the school is governed by an enrolment scheme, visit the school website http://
greenacres.school.nz/enrolments/  to view details of the scheme. Students who live within the Greenacres 
zone have an absolute right to enrol at school at any time.  Additionally, there are a small number of out of 
zone places available for new entrant students. If the number of out of zone applications exceeds the 
number of places available, students will be selected by ballot. If a ballot is required, parents will be 
informed of the outcome within three school days. 

For a pre-enrolment registration form please email office@greenacres.school.nz or telephone the school on 
2326445. The deadline for receipt of applications for out of zone places is Friday 22 May 2020.  

To assist the school to plan appropriately, parents of students who live within the home zone should also 
register.  

Events Committee
Due to Covid-19 and the rapid closure of the school we were unable to collect the outstanding sold raffle 
tickets (and money) for the main raffle. We would be very grateful if these can be returned to the school 
office within the first few days of school reopening next week. This will allow us to hold the draw and issue 
prizes. 
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