
Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES 
Term Two

We’ll update this when we 
know what our term will look 
like 
   
 3 Jul  End of Term 2                               

Term Three
 20 Jul  Start of Term 3 

 25 Jul. End of Term 3          

This week we welcomed 
Jacob Keen to Kākano. We 
wish him and his family all 
the best on their learning 

journey with us. 
                            

Wednesday 15 April 2020 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, kia ora, malo e lelei, talon lava, kia orana, 
namaste, ni hao and welcome to Week 1 of Term 2 2020. 
Welcome back to our new term 
I hope you are all well and managing to find a routine in your bubble. Thank you 
to all the students who emailed me during their holidays and shared what they 
were doing. It was a lovely way to connect and hear about their learning. 
Connections was our unit last term and it has proved essential to connect with 
family, friends and colleagues, in any way we can whilst we are in lockdown. 

As I write this newsletter I am aware we are living through a monumental 
worldwide event that will one day be recalled in history by our children. As we 
prepare for the weeks ahead we are navigating some new territory in what will 
be a new and adventurous chapter in the history of New Zealand and 
Greenacres School. The staff have spent a lot of time over the holidays meeting 
online to discuss and formulate our distance learning delivery plan. Yesterday I 
sent an email outlining how we have planned to deliver our online learning 
whilst we remain on level 4 alert. Today our teachers contacted their students to 
share our online learning framework and begin the first day of teaching in this 
new reality. I’d like to share our overall philosophy and key considerations in 
regards to distance learning:

1. This is new to all of us. We all want the very best for all our students and 
are trying our absolute best to meet the wide range of needs as best we 
can. Please support our team and communicate with us via email if 
there is anything we need to consider. We want to work with you as 
much as possible to get this right for you and your whānau.

2. The wide range of needs. We understand that every “bubble” and every 
student will have different needs. Some of you will be looking forward to 
this distance learning experience and some of you will be dreading it. 
Some households have essential workers, others are working from 
home, some have extended whānau and a large number of 
personalities in the “bubble” and some “bubbles” may only have two or 
three people in them. The ability to find a quiet space or time together 
with those in your “bubble” will vary in many, many ways. 

3. Well being is paramount. Your wellbeing and that of your whānau and our 
team is the number one priority. The last thing you, or anyone needs 
at this point is more pressure. Everything we provide is there as a 
support. How you manage your “bubble” and this time is completely up 
to you and we support you 100%. 

4. We are in bubbles too. Our Greenacres team is an incredible bunch of 
people. They are dedicated professionals committed to ensuring your 
child / children get the absolute best they can offer. However, we need 
to remember that they are also in “bubbles” and they too are juggling 
many things. A lot of our team have children and / or older whānau 
within their “bubble” during this time. As a principal, my key priority is 
their well-being and supporting them both professionally and personally 
as best I can.

  



Our RKMCs (Respect, Kindness, Mindset and Choices) and 4Cs (Communication, Collaboration, Critical 
thinking and Creativity) provide the underlying approach to our shared experience during this time. Our 
expectation is our students will connect, contribute / share as much as possible but we understand if “school 
work” is not the priority for you at this stage. What this looks like for each family will be different and we 
encourage you to manage it to fit with your family and your personal needs and commitments. Just 
remember home learning does not mean being online at all times. Helping with jobs at home, listening to 
music, reading, going for a walk, building things out of boxes, playing board games, gardening, dancing, 
painting, writing a diary, drawing a picture, bike rides, creating a quiz, cleaning their room, cooking, etc are 
all valid and important things to be doing at this time.

If your child / children are being helpful, curious, innovative, creative, reflective, involved, and are doing 
something constructive and positive with their time then they are 100% fine. 

Please know that our expectation is first and foremost that we are able to support our students, and their 
bubble, in any way we can. Let us know how we can help.

FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) from the Ministry:

When will school go back?
At this stage we don’t know. The Prime Minister has said that they will announce a review of the Level 4 status and 
Lockdown on 20 April. However, even a move to Level 3 may not see schools go back at that stage. It is a matter of 
wait and see. We will advise parents as soon as we know anything about a return date for students and staff.

Are teachers at school?
Schools are closed for everybody at this stage. If I need a teacher or myself to go into school for any reason I must 
send a detailed application / request to the Ministry of Education to be given clearance to enter Greenacres. 

Will this affect my child's absences?
No. All students will be listed as attending school during the term dates that we are locked down.

Will my child / children have any negative consequences for not completing school work?
No. We understand that everyone is doing their best at this time in what are unprecedented times. We are providing 
home learning as a support only. 

What do I do if I have concerns about my child’s / children’s well being?
Contact us. We have access to agencies and will support students in any way we can.

What do I do if I have concerns about my well being?
As above

My child doesn’t have a device or internet at home. What can I do?
Contact the class teacher who will call you and offer some ideas. We are awaiting advice from the Ministry on 
accessing devices so will let anyone requiring one of the details asap.

Is the Ministry of Education providing learning?
The MOE is working on providing at risk students with devices, internet access and in some cases hard copy learning 
material. We have provided them with the information we have around these needs. They are prioritising secondary 
students due to NZCA commitments. This is a national roll out but I can’t see them getting to us for some time. They 
have dedicated TV channels to assist student learning.

Am I doing enough for my kids at this time?
Yes, you are. You are there for them and they need you more than anything. Remember their well-being and your 
well-being is top priority. Let us know how we can support YOU. 

I know this is a lot of detail to take in but I hope it provides you with some information and allays some of 
your concerns. We’ve got this! 



Devices
As mentioned above we are hoping to be granted permission from the Ministry to uplift some school devices 
to distribute to any of our students without access to a device. Please email Ange 
(alamb@greenacres.school.nz) if you need access to a device for your child’s online learning.

Office
The office is currently shut along with all other school facilities during alert level 4. Sharon and Marj (our 
office staff) are doing a sterling job working remotely to ensure all necessary administration details continue. 
Please note they have limited access to files but will do their best to answer any office related enquiries.

Out-of-zone Enrolment
We had planned to advertise in the local paper for parents to register their interest in enrolling their new 
entrant child due to start school in the second half of the year. We will advertise this as soon as we return to 
school but, in the interim, if you know of anyone who wishes to register their new entrant child, please ask 
them to contact the office.

Lucky Book Club Orders
Ashton Scholastic have notified Carol Ruha (who manages our Lucky Book Club) that the orders are in their 
warehouse awaiting distribution following the lifting of alert level. Once we receive the books we will get 
them to you as soon as possible.

Sports
Netball and hockey remain on hold until we receive further information.

Sketch Club
Mr Bilton reminds students that they can still complete their artworks for sketch club during lockdown. We 
look forward to sharing then when they are finished and we return to school.

Pest Free Tawa
All the traps have been removed and stored, ready for when we come out of lockdown.

Ehara taku toa, he taki
tahi, he toa taki tini.

Success at Greenacres School is not only measured by the success of the individual but by the 
success of us all.

Kind regards 

Ange Lamb 
Acting Principal 

mailto:alamb@greenacres.school.nz

