
Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES 
Term Two

We’ll update this when we 
know what our term will look 
like 
   
 3 Jul  End of Term 2                               

Term Three
 20 Jul  Start of Term 3 

 25 Jul. End of Term 3          

There were no new students 
to welcome this week. 

                            

Wednesday 22 April 2020 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, kia ora, malo e lelei, talon lava, kia orana, 
namaste, ni hao and welcome to Week 2 of Term 2 2020. 

This newsletter is my final as acting principal, as next Tuesday Mike 
Thomas is beginning as our new principal. I know we are excited to have 
Mike join us at Greenacres. As I reflect back on my term leading 
Greenacres, it has seemed to be a term of two halves. A term that 
started with the joy of welcoming the students and new staff, forming 
wonderful relationships and helping establish routines and a wonderful 
productive vibe. We enjoyed lots of learning and fun, Inspiration Fridays, 
our Waikanae Pool trip, Movin’ March, a fantastic camp… then boom! 
Covid-19 struck, the level of impact of which was unprecedented and 
definitely not something I, as an acting principal or anyone, anticipated or 
expected.

Throughout it all the staff, students and whānau have shown true 
Greenacres spirit, working together to navigate any and all of the 
challenges presented. I have thoroughly enjoyed being at the helm and 
learned a lot during the term, particularly over the past few weeks (as I 
suspect we all have). Most importantly I’ve had reinforced what a 
fantastic team the Greenacres staff are. Their commitment, passion and 
dedication has never been more evident than during this challenging 
time, working as a team behind the scenes to connect with our students, 
deliver learning online and share the vision that is Greenacres School - 
“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of 
learning”. 

I’d like to thank the staff for their support in my role this term and over the 
past few weeks. Thank you also Greenacres community for your support 
of myself and the teachers. I know you will continue this support for Mike, 
as he begins with us next Tuesday. The staff have enjoyed working and 
getting to know Mike over the last term and look forward to his start.  
Mike is excited to be joining us at Greenacres, and is looking forward to 
continuing getting to know all the students and whanau, having met 
many of you on his visits. We look forward to being back at school so we 
can properly welcome Mike to our wonderful Greenacres whānau. 



It is very sad that Mrs Donna Miles’s fixed term contract has ended during this lockdown period 
and we have not had an opportunity to give her a proper Greenacres send off. We were very 
fortunate to have Donna step into the fixed term role of Deputy Principal and SENCO for the 
first term. Donna has been a much loved member of our community, working tirelessly for our 
students, whānau and staff.  She has freely shared her passion, skills and self to grow our 
school in many ways, as she forged positive and lasting relationships with us all. Donna has 
accepted a fixed term role at Newlands School until she and her husband can begin their 
planned adventures post covid-19. We will miss Donna and wholeheartedly thank her for  her 
contributions and wish her and Shane all the best.

Level 3 preparations

Yesterday you will all have received our letter regarding school moving into alert level 3. This 
letter outlines the key message from the Government that, if you can, you should keep your 
child/ren at home. You should only physically send your child to school if there is no one 
available at home to care for them. We are currently working through the public health 
requirements that we all need to meet. It is important you complete the  short survey regarding  
whether you are able to keep your child/ren at home or need to send them back to school so 
we have accurate numbers for our planning. 

Gala Main Raffle update

Due to the lockdown we were unable to collect the final week of ticket stubbs and money. The 
raffle stubbs have been locked up within school during this lockdown and so once school goes 
back we will collect  the final stubbs and money and draw the winners at the end of that first 
week.

Kind regards 

Ange Lamb 
Acting Principal 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15moTZHyeH_uD1sBCUBw6zkIPWTB71dzLGtkWa6eo3X4/edit

