
 

12 February 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 

Te Rito has had a wonderful start and we look forward to a busy year with lots of fun. 

Our team includes Brittany Symon, Rayleen Seebeck, Sarah Alve and Lindy Fenton 

(teacher aide). Sarah teaches five mornings a week in Te Rito (till 12:30pm) and Rayleen 

joins the team most mornings at 11:30am after her Reading Recovery work and stays on 

to teach in the afternoons. As teachers we aim to create a safe and stimulating 

environment in which the children can learn. We encourage the use of initiative and 

independence, and provide opportunities for our students to take more responsibility 

for their own learning.  

 

Seesaw 

Seesaw is our main way of sharing student learning with you. Please ensure you are 

connected to your child’s learning journal via your phone or computer so that you can 

see the regular updates and photos that will be shared with you. Let us know if you 

need any help with this.  

 

Reading 

We will be sending home a reading log in your child’s home learning book as we do 

expect the children to read, or be read to, every night (although they won’t always be 

bringing home a new book each night). They are old enough to fill in their own reading 

log, and can choose their own books to read, or use the books we send home from 

school. There is a spelling/phonics focus box included on the sheet. Please ensure you 

are helping your child practice these words or sounds throughout the week. 

 

Writing 

In Year 2 your child will write simple stories and texts they can use at school and at 

home. This might include simple instructions, explanations of what happens and the way 

it happens, simple descriptions of people, or descriptions of things they have done and 

seen, know about or are have made up. They will learn about punctuation and how to use 

connecting words (eg “like”, “and”) to join sentences together.* 

 

In Year 3 your child will be learning to write for a range of different purposes across 

the curriculum. For example they might write a step by step guide to compost (science) 

or a report on a visit from a nurse (health). They will be learning about using 

punctuation in their writing and how to use things like titles, headings and captions.* 

 

Maths 

Maths needs to be used in everyday situations. Some examples are: 

- helping you cook 

- adding letterbox numbers together 



- looking at prices at the supermarket 

- paying for items and counting change 

- playing board games 

- playing card games 

The list goes on. Any of these will help your child with their maths.  

 

The 4 Cs 

The Challenge Tree 4Cs are an integral part of delivering curriculum learning at 

Greenacres School. Through a focus on the 4Cs students develop competency and skills 

in communication, collaboration, critical thinking and creativity across the curriculum 

and in everyday life.  

 

Home Learning Challenge 

Our Home Learning Challenge is optional and that means you can choose to take part if 

you are looking for an extra challenge. All our home learning challenges are based 

around our RKMCs and the 4Cs (creativity, critical thinking, communication, 

collaboration). They also recognise the importance of family time and all the learning 

that you already do outside of school hours. 

 

REMINDERS 

- Children MUST have a NAMED brimmed hat at school in terms 1 and 4.   

- If your child is away for any reason you need to let the office know.   

- Toys are NOT to be brought to school please. 

- Clothing needs to be named. 

- We welcome any craft materials, spare containers and newspapers for art                     

activities. 

 

If you have any concerns or queries please don’t hesitate to contact us or come in to 

school and see us or make a time to meet. 

 

Regards, 

Brittany Symon - bsymon@greenacres.school.nz 

Rayleen Seebeck - rseebeck@greenacres.school.nz 

Sarah Alve - salve@greenacres.school.nz 

 

 

*For more practical information about education for parents and carers please visit 

this website: 

https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-at-school/reading-writing-a

nd-maths/ 
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