
Newsletter

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

IMPORTANT DATES

Term Two

We’ll update this when we 
know what our term will look 
like 
   
 3 Jul  End of Term 2                               

Term Three
 20 Jul  Start of Term 3 

 25 Jul. End of Term 3          

There were no new students 
to welcome this week. 

                            

Wednesday 29 April 2020 
Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Nameste, Ni hao, Shalom, 
As-salāmu ʿalaykum and greetings. 

It is with much enthusiasm that I introduce myself to you. For those of you I 
have not met, my name is Mike Thomas and I am joining you as Tumuaki of 
Greenacres School.  

My family and I live happily in Pukerua Bay and have done for over 20 years 
now. My partner Rachel and I have three wonderful children. Sara is 22, Maia is 
20 and our lad Harry is 16.  Rachel is also a teacher.  Having the girls join us 
for lockdown was certainly a positive of the last month or so. We have kept 
busy doing lots of exercise, games nights and possibly a bit too much baking!   
   
I join you from Paraparaumu Beach School where I was the Deputy Principal.  
PBS is an awesome school with around 600 students so I am certainly looking 
forward to working at Greenacres where I plan to get to know everyone!   

While my transition has certainly been a bit different to what I expected, there 
have been heaps of positives. Getting to know the staff and Board of Trustees 
have been amazing. While my first official day was yesterday, I have been 
working with them for a number of weeks and I already feel part of the team.    

I had some visits last term to Greenacres and popping into the classes was 
really cool.  Another highlight was visiting Ngahere at camp. More recently, it 
has been great to check in via Seesaw and Google Meet. The Greenacres 
tamariki have been wonderful and friendly, and I look forward to getting to know 
them all.   

Also, I look forward to meeting lots of parents over the next few months. While 
my plan to be out at the front gate connecting up with parents (and children) will 
need to wait, please feel free to drop me a line either on the phone or via email 
principal@greenacres.school.nz   - even if it is to just say hi!   

I am excited about being a first time principal. There is much to learn but clearly 
Greenacres School is in great heart and an excellent place to start in a new 
role.  I need to acknowledge the work of the staff of Greenacres, the BOT and 
students and whānau in this regard.  The RKMCs, 4C curriculum and challenge 
and encourage trees are such a strong foundation.     

For me the following whakataukì is very relevant.   

He ara te kai o te rangatira? He korero, he korero, he korero. 
What is the food of a leader? It is conversation, conversation, conversation. 

I certainly will be putting a great deal of effort into making connections and 
getting to know people and the systems so that the amazing progress 
continues. 

  



Covid 19 - and Level 3
As you will be aware, we are now in Level 3. Through a sustained effort on everyone’s behalf, we are 
getting on top of Covid 19.  However we need to remain focused and stick within the guidelines provided by 
Jacinda Ardern and our government. Please continue to stay away from school. If you need to get in 
contact, we are available via the phone or the office email office@greenacres.school.nz 

Our distance learning programme, which is going amazingly, obviously remains in place. The staff used the 
Teacher Only Day to continue developing and growing this through collaborating with others. Keep 
communicating with your class teachers if you have any questions.   

School opened today for a small number of our tamariki who were not able to be at home.  We have created 
two bubbles with both being below the recommended limit of 10. These children will continue to work on 
their ‘distance programme’ at school. There were lots of things to consider to ensure that these tamariki and 
staff are safe but rest assured we have the necessary plans and routines in place and are closely following 
the guidelines provided by the government.   

The initial indications are that we will be in Level 3 for at least two weeks. The flow of information from the 
MOE has been comprehensive and we will inform you ASAP about pending changes and what this will 
mean for your whānau. Let’s hope we can get all the tamariki back to school as quickly and safely as 
possible.  

Finally, you can all be incredibly proud of the way you have dealt with the recent circumstances. While it has 
been hard at times, there has been much learnt about the importance of showing kindness and working 
together.   

Ngā mihi nui, 
Mike Thomas  
Tumuaki  


